
Quick, clever and very real - 
 “The Philadelphia Story” comes to life onstage 

March 12-22 at Clayton Community Theatre, directed by Heather Sartin 
 

 
Clayton Community Theatre (CCT - www.placeseveryone.org) continues its 22nd season with 
“The Philadelphia Story” by Philip Barry, directed by Heather Sartin. Performances: March 
12th, 13th, 14th 15th & 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 2020 (Thursdays-Sundays) at Washington 
University South Campus Theatre, 6501 Clayton Rd, Clayton MO 63117. Tickets/more info: 
visit www.placeseveryone.org or call 314-721-9228. Financial assistance for this project has 
been provided by the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency.  
 
Before it was a classic 1940 Hollywood film, “The Philadelphia Story” was a Broadway 
success, running 417 performances at the Schubert Theatre. This re-marriage/love triangle 
rom-com set in the late 1930s was the most popular work by playwright Philip Barry (1896-
1949), and a stage-and-screen career-maker for Katharine Hepburn, who originated the 
central role of socialite Tracy Lord, a character inspired by real-life socialite Helen Hope 
Montgomery Scott and written specifically for Hepburn. 
 
 

Q & A with Heather Sartin, 
Director of “The Philadelphia Story” at CCT 

 
What makes “The Philadelphia Story” relatable to audiences today?  
Heather Sartin: Although a comedy, it has palpable tension and very real family relationships 
in need of both confrontation and forgiveness. Circumstances of choice that create 
consequences for those we love... finding our way back to each other when we've spoken 
things that can’t be unspoken... holding others to our own set of demanding expectations out 
of fear of our own weakness and possible failure... our human frailty is the one strongest 
connection we all share...  these themes make it easily relatable for today’s audiences as I 
don’t believe the perfect family has found its way onto the planet as of yet.   
 
What are some highlights and challenges of The Philadelphia Story as a stage play? 
I love the quick, clever and very smart dialogue... the literary feel and the obvious charm of an 
era gone by, however, it’s not an easy play. It is long and language-driven and fast-paced and 
layered with meaning needing to be truly understood by the actors in order for the audience to 
understand. It is not a play I see produced often. It is challenging... but I like a challenge and I 
like smart plays and characters - and I believe audiences do, too. 
 
Given the legacy of the title, how are you making this production stand out? 
It will be a lovely night at the theater and I’m hoping audiences will enjoy a fresh production of 
a classic story. 
 
For one thing, we’re making the most of the sheer delight of the play and its dialogue. It is 
going to be a visually beautiful show with a gorgeous set and costumes. It is quick-paced and 
clever, and the actors are doing a deep dive into some challenging characters with a sense 
of real understanding and ability.  
 



As we know, there are often notable differences between the stage play and the movie 
version of a story and that’s true of “The Philadelphia Story.” For example, the role of Sandy 
Lord, Tracy Lord’s happily married younger brother, is very present in the stage play while 
being a nominal character in the movie.  
 
In staging this play for CCT, I have chosen to incorporate a house staff to give the feel of a 
household in progress of living daily life...especially as they prepare for the upcoming 
wedding. I designed the set with this in mind - creating a wide-open, spacious concept with an 
elevated open gallery along the back for crossovers and the extra stage business to support 
my directing choices. This has allowed me to expand the presence of some very minor 
roles and give more actors the opportunity to be involved in this show. Audiences will also see 
the major scene changes interwoven into the dialogue in order to perpetuate the feeling of 
seamlessness and to highlight the household staff. It also helps to creatively restructure a 
three-act play into a two-act.  
 
Tell us about your connection with CCT as actor and director. 
I first came to CCT five years ago playing the role of Lady Macduff in Macbeth. I was 
then given the opportunity to play some spectacular roles (Sabina in The Skin of Our 
Teeth and Billie Dawn in Born Yesterday) under the direction of Sam Hack for which I earned 
a Theater Mask Award. Although I have been directing for many years both here and along 
the east coast, this is my directorial debut with CCT.    
 
I feel it is very important for community theater to be a place where every person, regardless 
of the length of their resume, can have the experience of rehearsing and performing 
and belonging to the magical world of a theater family. Family is a special part of this show for 
me because my son, Will, and my daughter, Gracie, are working with me as part of the 
production team running lights, sound and assistant directing.  
 
 
About CCT 
Clayton Community Theatre was founded in 1998 and the 2019-2020 season is its 22nd 
season. The season began with “A Soldier’s Play” by Charles Fuller, directed by Nada 
Vaughn in November 2019, followed by “The Philadelphia Story” by Phillip Barry, directed by 
Heather Sartin (March 12-22, 2020). The final play of the season will be “Broadway Bound” by 
Neil Simon, directed by Sam Hack (July 9-19, 2020).  

 
“The Philadelphia Story” at Clayton Community Theatre, March 12-22, 2020 

• Opening night: Thurs, March 12, 8pm 
• Thurs-Sat: 8pm, Sun: 2pm 
• Washington University South Campus Theatre, 6501 Clayton Rd, Clayton MO 63117 

 
Tickets: $15 - $25 (discounts for season tickets, group sales, seniors and students) 
Four easy ways to acquire tickets: 

• Send email to tickets@placeseveryone.org 
• Phone 314-721-9228 
• Visit Brown Paper Tickets 
• Purchase tickets at the door  



 
Cast: “The Philadelphia Story,” directed by Heather Sartin at CCT 

• Tracy Lord – Kelsey McCroskey 
• Dinah Lord – Caitlin Souers 
• Sandy Lord – Joey Franks II 
• Margaret Lord – Monica Lee 
• George Kittredge – Jeff Struckhoff 
• Mike Connor – Jack Abels 
• Liz Imbrie – Gabi Maul 
• Seth Lord – Paul Schultz 
• Uncle Willie Tracy – Nathan Schroeder 
• C. K. Dexter Haven – Rob Hanson 

 
And presenting the household staff: 

• Thomas – Richard Niemann 
• May – Carolyn Bergdolt 
• Elsie – Laurie Shelton 
• Mac – Brent Horine 

 
 
Members of the press: Promotional photos and more information are on the CCT Media 
Resources page, http://www.placeseveryone.org/media. Media contact: Nathan Schroeder, 
media@placeseveryone.org; tel. 314-721-9228. 
 
 
 


